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1           (Whereupon, the public hearing began at

2 4:03 p.m.)

3           THE PRESIDING OFFICER:  My name is Greg

4 Fesko, and I'm the coal program coordinator for

5 Montana and North Dakota, and we're here to

6 discuss BNI Coal's federal coal lease application,

7 NDM-102083.

8           We're going to bring out the public

9 hearing to discuss -- to take comments on fair

10 market value and the maximum economic recovery of

11 the 160-acre tract.

12           I'll serve as presiding officer for this

13 hearing.  And before we get started, we have a --

14 you know, we have an exit here and an exhibit here

15 and an exit out the door, and -- for safety

16 reasons.

17           And just right across the hall, we've

18 got the restrooms.  I assume everybody has signed

19 in.  Okay.

20           On February 12th, 2015, BLM accepted an

21 amended federal coal lease-by-application from BNI

22 Coal, consisting of about 160 acres.

23           As part of the federal coal leasing

24 process, the BLM is required to hold a public

25 hearing as detailed in 43 CFR 3425.
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1           The purpose of the hearing is to accept

2 oral statements or written comments on the

3 environmental assessment, the fair market value of

4 the tract, and the maximum economic recovery of

5 the tract.

6           During this -- during the hearing, there

7 will not be an opportunity to answer any

8 questions.  We're just here to take public comment

9 in written or oral form.

10           And the tract -- we've got a map over

11 here that shows the tract location.  It's this

12 160-acre tract within this one-mile Section 18.

13           The tract is located in Township 141

14 North, Range 83 West, and it's located about

15 five miles southeast of the town of Center.

16           As I stated earlier, an attendance

17 record is set up in the back of the room to record

18 names of the individuals attending this hearing

19 and also provide them an opportunity to sign in,

20 if they desire to make a public comment or provide

21 a written statement.

22           This meeting -- this hearing is

23 scheduled for two hours, and it will end at

24 6:00 p.m.

25           We have a court reporter here to record
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1 this session, and it appears we do not have any

2 folks here that would like to discuss this

3 project.

4           Therefore, I guess we can wait a couple

5 hours and see if anybody shows up.  And, I guess,

6 during that time, we can be at ease.  Thank you

7 very much for attending.

8           (Whereupon, the public hearing concluded

9 at 6:00 p.m.)
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1               REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

2

3      I, Elizabeth H. Lundquist, a general

4 shorthand reporter, 51 Broadway, Suite 130, Fargo,

5 North Dakota, do hereby certify that the foregoing

6 five (5) pages of typewritten material constitute

7 a full, true, and correct transcript of my

8 original stenotype notes, as they purport to

9 contain, of the public hearing reported by me at

10 the time and place hereinbefore mentioned.

11

12

13

14

15

16 Elizabeth H. Lundquist
51 Broadway

17 Suite 130
Fargo, North Dakota 58102

18

19 Dated this 14th day of September, 2017.

20

21 THE FOREGOING CERTIFICATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT
DOES NOT APPLY TO THE REPRODUCTION OF THE SAME BY

22 ANY MEANS, UNLESS UNDER THE DIRECT CONTROL AND/OR
DIRECTION OF THE CERTIFYING COURT REPORTER.

23

24

25
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